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II'T Entrance Exam to Get
Less Testing for Students

P-01

Efforts on to take pressure off candidates, address student quality concerns

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The human resource
development (HRD) wministry
doesn’t just want a single exam to
determine admissions to the
country’s top engineering
schools, the broader aim is to take
some of the pressure off candi-
dates and address concernsabout
the quality of student intake.

The Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (ITT's) and the National In-
stitutes of Technology (NITs)
and the companies that hire
their graduates have long been
complaining that the current
system is selecting many who're
being heavily tutored in cram
schools and not necessarily the
most talented.
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To take theministry’sstrategy for-
ward,acommittee has been consti-
tuted following several rounds of
deliberations earlier this month
by the II'T Council and the NIT Co-
uncil. The committee’s terms of
reference, which have been revie-
wed by ET, propose a single admis-
sion test and call for areduction in
exam stress levels and the depend-
enceon coachingclasses.

Theaimisto “reduce exam press-
ure” and check “coaching depend-
ence... withoutdilutingtesting qu-
ality”, according to the terms of
reference.

In line with this, the committee
has been tasked with shortening
thetime the process takes from the
current three months between the
Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) and
thedeclaration of results. It hasal-
so been asked to “reform counsel-
ling for 11'T's, NITs, IISERs (Indian
Institutes of Science Education &
Research)” with a single web site
to ensure “least difficulty” for stu-
dents. The HRID ministry had pre-
viously met with considerable re-
sistance from the IITs when it
initially sought single-format
counselling for II'Tsand NITs.

Atarecentmeetingof thellI'T and
NIT councils, the HRD ministry
soughttoputthefocusonstudents’
interests. It also called for handho-
lding of academically weaker stu-
dents by mentors among seniors
and a grievance redressal cell for
studentsat the NIT Council level.

The I1Ts, NITs and ITSERs are all
centrally funded. The JEE curren-
tly consists of two parts for most
aspirants — the Main and the Ad-
vanced.

Former HRD minister Kapil Sib-
al had persuaded the country’s
premier engineering schoolstoac-
cord a 40% weight to Class 12 ex-
ams to try and relax the strangle-
hold of coaching centres and
ensure that students pay attention
to the school curriculum.

The committee, which is suppos-
ed tosubmit itsreport by Novemb-
er1,will be headed by Ashok Mish-
ra,chairperson of II'T-Roorkee. Ot-
hermembersare former II'T-Madr-
as Director Prof Anant, Defence
Research and Development Orga-
nisation scientist Tessy Thomas,
II'T-Kharagpur Chairperson Pa-
van Goenkaand IndianInstitute of
Information Technology Guwaha-
ti Mentor Director Gautam Barua.

The JEE is considered one of the
toughest admission tests with a
high level of difficulty. forcing stu-
dents to resort to intensive coach-
ing modules.

“The problems of exam pressure
and coaching influence on 11T ad-
missions have been there for years
now and there are no easy answers
even when we know these have to
be addressed,” the person said on
condition of anonymity.
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IoT Lab in the Works at 11 T-M

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/loT-Lab-in-the-Works-at-11T-
M/2015/10/10/article3071394.ece

CHENNAI: The Centre and the IT industry are working towards setting up Internet of Things (IoT) labs at the
Indian Institute of Technology — Madras and the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, said a senior industry
representative. The Government of India is in the process of sanctioning the project to set up these labs at I1T-
Madras and 11Sc, said K Purushothaman, regional head of the industry association NASSCOM. He was
speaking at the conclave on Internet of Things, organised at the VIT Chennai campus on Friday.

Under the proposal, the facility at 1IT would be more geared towards the manufacturing side of loT while 11Sc
would be focussing more on research on loT applications, Purushothaman added.

Speaking at the conclave, State IT secretary T K Ramachandran pointed out that Smart Cities, the hottest topic
in urban design and development, need not be a complex concept as it is now. “It can be small technologies
making information accessible to all, making a difference,” said Ramachandran. “The concept of Social Media
Analytics and Cloud (SMAC) is building more on the concept of 10T and enabling new possibilities. Mobile
revolution, democratisation of social media and growing connectivity are the reasons for such a disruption.”

The official also touched upon the various fundamental needs for 10T before moving to policy related issues to
note that there is no policy to govern Internet of Things which enables communication before everything.

While private parties have been in the forefront of almost all IT related developments thus far, the next decade
will see the government emerging as the largest partner in 10T related stuff, said Anurag Batra, chairman,
Business World. “Most need to have the focus on the execution part of strategising on IoT Related
technologies. We need to indulge in some creative destruction of technology that is currently around,” he added.

Academia vs Industry: Prof CNR Rao responds to Narayana
Murthy

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/academia-vs-industry-prof-cnr-rao-responds-to-narayana-
murthy/articleshow/49287322.cms

The fine balance between academia and industry was disturbed last week when Narayana Murthy's statement at 1ISc's
convocation prompted one of the country's leading scientists Prof CNR Rao to respond to it.

The Infosys founder, in his lISc speech, had stated, "Folks, the reality is that there is no such contribution from India in
the last 60 years. The only two ideas that have transformed the productivity of global corporations — The Global
Delivery Model and The 24-hour workday — came from a company called Infosys." In reply, Prof Rao wrote in the
Current Science journal that while premier institutions like 11Sc and IITs needed to improve the quality of education at all
levels, there was a lack of adequate funds. "It would not be entirely fair of me to ask Narayana Murthy as to what the
industry has done for the society other than making products and profit. It would be wonderful if Narayana Murthy and
others collect a few billion dollars so that we can set up a university such as Stanford. | would be delighted to work full
time to build such an institution without any remuneration."

Post this, we got in touch with Prof CNR Rao to check whether he has received a response from Infosys, its founder or
the industry at large? Rao said, "I have not heard from the industry regarding support for science and higher education.
There has been positive reaction from a number of academics."
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[IM director selection won’t have GD now

Hindustan Times (Patna)

The HRD ministry has junked the controversial group discussion (GD) from the process of selection of [IM
directors. The candidates appearing for the position of director 1IM-Ranchi on Thursday did not have to
undergo group discussion. The addition of GD in the selection process, first reported by HT, had invited

criticism from academics.
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